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National Dropout Prevention Center’s Mission 
  

• The mission of the National Dropout Prevention 
Center/Network is to increase graduation rates through 
research and evidence-based solutions. 

 

 

• Since inception in 1986, the National Dropout Prevention 
Center/Network has worked to improve opportunities for all 
young people to fully develop the academic, social, work, and 
healthy life skills needed to graduate from high school and 
lead productive lives. By promoting awareness of successful 
programs and policies related to dropout prevention - 
recovery, the work of the Network and its members has made 
an impact on education from the local to the national level. 
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NDPC’s 15 Effective  
Strategies 

• Provides a strategic 
framework for a 
district or school to 
address the dropout 
issue in their 
community 

• Written into state 
legislation or state 
school board policy 
in at least 32 states 

 

 

http://dropoutprevention.org/effective-
strategies/overview/ 
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Strategies Must Be Strategically Selected & Applied 

Systemic Approach  
School– Community  

Collaboration  
Safe Learning Environment 

Individualized 
Instruction 

Educational 
Technology 

 Active 
 Learning 

Career &  
Technical  
Education 

Professional 
 Development 

 Family Engagement  Early Childhood Education  Early Literacy Development 

Mentoring/Tutoring  Service- Learning 
 Alternative 
 Schooling 

After- & Out-of-School 
Instruction 



Research 



Effectiveness of Strategies on Dropout Rate 
A meta-analysis of dropout prevention outcomes & strategies  

 
 

Academic Support**

Health and Wellness**

Service-Learning**

School/Classroom Environment**

Work-Based Learning*

Literacy Development**

Behavioral Intervention*

Mentoring

Family Engagement**

Career Development/Job Training

0.11 

0.18 

0.21 

0.25 

0.26 

0.42 

0.46 

0.63 

0.67 

0.81 

* p < 0.01; ** p < 0.005 

Chappell, S. L., O’Connor, P., Withington, C., & 
Stegelin, D. A. (2015, April). A meta-analysis of 
dropout prevention outcomes and strategies. 
Retrieved from www.dropoutprevention.org/ 
major-research-reports/meta-analysis 

http://dropoutprevention.org/meta-analysis-dropout-prevention-outcome-
strategies/ 
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Arizona’s Credit Recovery Alternative 
High Schools  

 

• Increase graduation rates for our most 
vulnerable student populations 

• In AZ, young citizens have until their 22nd 
birthday to be publicly educated & earn a high 
school diploma 

• The mission of credit recovery, alternative high 
schools is to educate overaged & under-credited 
students 



 
 

Questions? 

 

 

Thanks for your ongoing interest! 

 

az.aec2011@gmail.com 
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